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Welcome to the first edition of the Vocational Service e-newsletter, designed to
keep you informed about the latest developments with vocational service
worldwide and provide useful information and resources to enhance your
Rotary club and district vocational service projects. Comments and
suggestions for future issues are welcome at vocationalservice@rotaryintl.org.
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Vocational Service Month
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The month of October is designated as “Vocational Service Month.” The goal
of Vocational Service Month is for Rotary clubs and districts to focus on this
essential element of Rotary. Discussions among clubs and districts on

vocational service can lead to projects that not only develop the ethical
consciousness and vocational skills of Rotarians but also the talents within
their communities. Vocational Service Month is an opportunity to begin
year-long vocational service activities, ranging from Rotary discussions to
awards to community projects. A Vocational Service Month fact sheet can be
downloaded from the Vocational Service section of the RI Web site.
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How will your club or district celebrate Vocational Service Month?

Share your response at Vocational Service section of the Rl Web site
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2004-05 Presidential Emphasis Task Forces
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RI President Glenn E. Estess Sr. has identified literacy, family of Rotary, health,
and water as emphases for 2004-05 and has appointed special task forces to
work with clubs and districts on these issues. Task Force Zone Coordinators
serve as a resource for information, project ideas, and potential speakers for
club meetings. Additionally, each district has appointed a district task force
coordinator to serve as the main contact between the Presidential Task Forces
and your district. Contact your district governor to obtain the details for your
district task force coordinator. To learn more, visit the Rl Task Force Web
pages.

Rl Task Force Web pages
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Projects Exhibition at Rl Convention
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The 2005 Rotary Club and District Project Exhibition at the 2005 Rotary
International Convention in Chicago, IL, USA presents a great opportunity to
showcase your community service projects with fellow Rotarians. All Rotary
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clubs and districts, as well as Rotaract clubs with the approval of their
sponsors, are invited to exhibit successful, replicable projects. Applications are
being accepted on a rolling basis through 7 March 2004. The applications
(English only) are available for download on the Rl Web site. As space at the
2005 Rotary Club and District Project Exhibition is limited, we recommend
early project submission.

2005 Rotary Club and District Projects Exhibition Application
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Rotary Volunteers
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Selected volunteer and Rotary project stories are featured periodically on the
Rotary Volunteers Web site to highlight the valuable contributions Rotary
makes worldwide. Please encourage Rotarians in your district to send in brief
summaries and photos of their volunteer experiences to krahlr@rotaryintl.org.
Please note: the Rotary Foundation no longer requires Individual Grant
applicants to register with Rl as Rotary Volunteers, effective 1 July 2004. The
newly revised Individual Grant application is now available at:
www.rotary.org/foundation/grants/individual/index.html.

Rotary Volunteers Web site
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Upcoming Vocational Service Events Around the World
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Are you involved with organizing or participating in a vocational service-related
conference? If you would like to share information about the event or invite
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others to participate, please send details to vocationalservice@rotaryintl.org at
least 3 months prior and we will try to promote it via this e-newsletter.
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4th World Congress on Family Law & Children’s Rights
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The 4th World Congress on Family Law & Children’s Rights will take place in
Cape Town, South Africa, 20-23 March 2005. This vocational service
opportunity will bring together lawyers, judges, and allied professionals from
around the world to review key emerging issues, policies and practices that
impact on the administration of justice in the family law area and on the rights
of children and youth. Key speakers include former President of Ireland and
UN Human Rights Commissioner Mary Robinson, Executive Director of the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Carol Bellamy, and representatives
from the World Health Organization. In addition, Nelson Mandela is the patron
of the World Congress and his wife, Graga Machel, is chair of the World
Congress. Interested Rotarians can get more information and registration
details on the World Congress Web site: www.lawrights.asn.au.
World Congress Web site
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