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Rotarians urged to recruit Rotaractors
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By Tiffany Woods, Rotary International News
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Copenhagen, Denmark — Rotarians need to step up their efforts
to invite Rotaractors into Rotary clubs in order for Rotary
International to have a viable future, two speakers involved with
Rotaract said at RI's 97th annual convention.

"More efforts should be put into encouraging Rotaractors to
continue their service as part of Rotary. If not, knowledge, skills,
and initiative are lost instead of contributing to sustainability in the
development of the organization," Rotaractor Kristine Binzer told
an audience of convention goers at Copenhagen's Bella Center on
13 June in the third day of keynote speeches.

Rotaract, which has about 186,000 members in almost 140
countries, is Rotary's service program for people ages 18-30. But
the problem, said former Rotaractor Markus Granlund, is that after
Rotaractors turn 30, Rotarians often don't invite them into their
clubs. Membership in Rotary clubs is only by invitation. Granlund,
31, is one of the exceptions. In July, he will be inducted into the
Rotary Club of Goéteborg, Sweden.

Their words inspired audience member Patience Uku. She and
her husband, Viv, both members of the Rotary Club of Benin,
Nigeria, listened to Binzer, the president of an organization that
promotes Rotaract across Denmark, and Granlund, a member of
the 2005-06 Rotaract Committee and founder of the Rotaract
Club of Goéteborg, Sweden. "When we get back, we're going to tell
our club to go out and look for youths," said Patience Uku.

In addition to speaking about Rotaract, Binzer, 26, also spoke
about Rotary's Youth Exchange program, which sends 8,000
young people to other countries each year. Binzer, a member of
the Rotaract Club of Roskilde, Denmark, was a Rotary Youth
Exchange student in Australia in 1996-97.

"Going on exchange is an experience unparallel to anything else
you can do as a teenager," Binzer said. "You become a part of a
new culture while learning languages, learning how to adapt,
mature, acquire diplomatic skills, and extend your family. Last but
not least, you make new and lasting friendships. It is, without
doubt, a supreme crash course in international understanding not
only for the student, but also for the host families and the hosting
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Rotary club."

Granlund, who was a Rotary Youth Exchange student in the
United States in 1992-93, spoke about The Rotary Foundation's
Ambassadorial Scholarships program, the largest privately funded
international scholarship program in the world. With the goal of
furthering international understanding, the scholarships are given
to undergraduate and graduate students as well as qualified
professionals pursuing vocational studies. Since 1947, the
Foundation has awarded these scholarships to nearly 37,000
people. Granlund was one of them. He used the scholarship to get
a master's degree in international trade law from a university in
Australia.

"I have Rotary to thank for my international network of
professionals and friends as well as my better understanding and

interest for other people's way of living," Granlund said.



