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PolioPlus chair retires after 20 years
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After tvvo decades spent helplng to
eradicate polio, William Sergeant

was honored at this year's
convention.
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chapters as he hands his position to Robert S. Scott, acting
vice-chair, and enters into retirement.

Thousands of Rotarians thanked Sergeant for his efforts with
their applause during the 2006 Rl Convention on 13 June.

"His commitment of time and energy surpasses what most of us
have given to Rotary," Foundation Chair Frank Devlyn said. "We,
as well as 5 million children who can walk today, owe our
deepest gratitude to Bill for the personal sacrifice he has made in
committing himself to PolioPlus."

The World Health Organization also recognized Sergeant with a
special citation for his leadership in the global polio eradication
effort at the World Health Assembly on 23 May in Geneva,
Switzerland. It was the first time in WHO history that a special
plenary session was called to recognize a single individual or
organization.

Sergeant played a key role in the early collaboration of what later
became the Global Polio Eradication Initiative led by Rotary
International, WHO, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and UNICEF. Sergeant has helped guide and direct
the initiative — and Rotary's critical role in it — ever since.

Dr. David Heymann, of WHO, praised Sergeant as a visionary of
the polio eradication program whose leadership helped ensure
the political and financial support necessary for the effort. In a
speech at the organization's World Health Assembly, Heymann
said, "Under Bill's guidance, this partnership has set the gold
standard for private-public partnerships to improve global public
health."
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During Sergeant's 12 years at the helm, Rl contributed US$650
million to the world's largest public health initiative, which has
reduced the incidence of polio by 99 percent and brought the
poliovirus to the brink of eradication.

"l was totally shocked," Sergeant said of receiving the award
from WHO. "They said wonderful words about me, but it was not
just for me, it was for Rotarians."

Sergeant, a member of the Rotary Club of Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, USA, and past director, district governor, vice
president, and Foundation trustee, was recipient of the first
Hannah Neil World of Children Award (1998). He also was
granted the 2006 Humanitarian Award by the Virginia Tech
Alumni Association in Blacksburg, Virginia, USA.

"l wish | could continue my work until eradication is achieved, but
| have sadly concluded that the noble goal of WHO, UNICEF,
CDC, and Rotary deserves the leadership of someone less than
86 years of age," Sergeant said. "I will do whatever | can, in
activity and spirit, until that great day arrives."

Sergeant said what excites him is not what lies ahead, but
instead, what doesn't. "I like the idea of having nothing to do in
July. Just going back getting up in the morning and going back to
bed if | want to," he said. "I look forward to being retired."



