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Rotary, partners keep polio on the run
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new tools and strategies

launched within the last year
can help end polio.
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Copenhagen, Denmark — Today, as Rotary and its polio eradication
partners stand at the brink of their goal, new tools and strategies are
keeping polio on the run.

On 13 June, hundreds of Rotarians attended a special PolioPlus
update session at the 2006 Rotary International Convention at
Copenhagen's Bella Center. Guest speaker Dr. David Heymann, of
the World Health Organization, reported new developments in the
fight to eradicate polio.

"Progress in the last 12 months has been extraordinary," said
Heymann. "Two new vaccines have been developed and are in wide
use, along with a whole new strategic approach to attack type 1
polio."

A powerful new vaccine, developed and licensed within six months to
meet the challenge of eradicating the disease in Egypt and India, is
more effective than previous ones. This vaccine was the key to
success earlier this year when Egypt and Niger were removed from
the list of polio-endemic countries.

In January 2006, global polio eradication partners announced a new
strategic approach of targeting type 1 polio, the most difficult to
control. Thanks to Rotary's assistance, polio campaigns also are
now looking at ways to incorporate a strategy for immunizing people
on mass public transportation, which in large cities can account for
hundreds of thousands of people at a time.

"We develop the tools, but it is the Rotarians who are key to getting
this vaccine in kids," said Heymann. "No vaccine works unless it's in
a child."

International commitment also has been renewed, Heymann said.
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Countries where outbreaks occur will see greater international
pressure to act fast because of a new resolution passed by the
World Health Assembly that dictates how countries should respond.
At the World Health Assembly in May, the European Union recently
encouraged governments to do their part to help eradicate polio.

Heymann encouraged Rotarians to continue visiting and supporting
fellow Rotarians from the endemic areas during National
Immunization Days (NID). David Groner, of the Rotary Club of
Dowagiac, Michigan, USA, agreed.

"We're all in this together, they [Rotarians in endemic countries] are
the front line, and we're the cheerleaders," Groner said. "For club
members who can't go to vaccinate, send a check for $100. It's the
easiest thing you can do."

The challenges of overcoming technical, operational, and security
challenges in the remaining polio-endemic countries of Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, and Nigeria remain. Yet Heymann stressed that the
progress made during the last 12 months has put Rotary closer than
ever to success, and he thanked Rotarians for their leadership and
continued support.

The primary challenge to polio eradication is the ongoing
transmission of the poliovirus in the remaining endemic countries. It's
from these areas that polio can continue to be exported into
polio-free areas. Health experts agree that stopping the spread of
polio can be done this year, except in Nigeria, where at least an

additional 12 months will be required to finish the job.

In conclusion, Heymann told Rotarians, "Thank you for what you've
done for global health and for setting an extraordinary standard by
which international partnerships are measured."



