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Rotarians learn about Swedish culture
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stadiums

Hundreds of Rotarians filled two

to learn about Swedish culture.
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Malmd, Sweden — Up until five years ago, U.S. Rotarian
Lizette Odfalk lived in Sweden, so on 13 June she was
especially enjoying the Swedish Night social outing at the
Rotary International Convention.

In a Malmé stadium, Odfalk watched a performance of
traditional Swedish songs and dances while eating pickled
herring and drinking schnapps. "To be able to be here is so
special," said the member of the Rotary Club of Ithaca, New
York, USA.

Odfalk, who lived in Sweden for 12 years, was one of many
Rotarians who bought tickets to Swedish Night, which gave
an entertaining lesson on Swedish customs, foods, festivals,
songs, and dances.

The event took place in two adjacent stadiums, and different
performances took place in each stadium. Rotarians were
split into two groups, and then switched stadiums when their
shows ended.

In one venue, Rotarians learned about Swedish holidays
while eating food that Swedes typically consume during
those celebrations. On their seats were boxed dinners
containing schnapps, beer, pickled herring, new potatoes,
goose, crayfish, red cabbage, brussels sprouts, and saffron
buns. It quickly became apparent that the herring, potatoes,
and schnapps were consumed at just about every festivity.
And it also became apparent that schnapps and singing went
hand-in-hand.

To recreate the country's Midsummer celebration, people in
traditional dress danced around a maypole. To represent the
festival of Santa Lucia, which takes place on 13 December,
girls in white gowns held candles as Rotarians ate the saffron
buns while listening to Sweden's Sanna Nielsen sing "O Holy
Night" in Swedish.

Rodney Wong, of the Rotary Club of Awapuni, New Zealand,
was impressed with Nielsen's powerful voice, but he didn't
feel that way about the schnapps.
cleaner," he said. "You'd have to have some long, cold, dark

"It tasted like drain
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winters to really enjoy that."

In the other venue, a comical gnome acting as a master of
ceremonies led Rotarians on a nostalgic trip through
Sweden's extensive musical past, which includes soprano
Birgit Nilsson, as well as pop bands Abba, Roxette, and Ace
of Base. For the final number, dancers and singers in white
dresses and bell bottoms took to the stage and performed an
Abba medley that included "Super Trouper," "Mamma Mia,"

"Take a Chance on Me," and "Waterloo."

Brad Simington, of the Rotary Club of lowa Great Lakes
( Spirit Lake), lowa, USA, was pleased at the end of the
show. "I'd forgotten how many Abba songs | knew," he said.



