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Q&A with Sister Ethel
'Rotary stood with me'
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Sister Ethel Normoyle and Rotary
President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar
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Sister Ethel Normoyle is a Catholic nun who has achieved worldwide
recognition for her work with families in the impoverished community
of Missionvale, near Port Elizabeth, South Africa. She gave a keynote
address on poverty reduction and literacy at the 2006 RI Convention.
Read related article.

http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/convention2006/storie s/20060613_ethel.html
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RI: What are living conditions like in Missionvale?
Sister Ethel:
There's lots of dust, stench, and flies. There is no sanitation, but we
do have strategic taps throughout the community. The women are not
only the water carriers, but also go off miles and miles for little bits of
sticks and trees to use for fuel to cook. It can get very hot, but we still
we have to work in that atmosphere. I'm very grateful for it, because |
have a passion for the people.

Rain and strong winds comes through the homes.

What's the community like now compared to when you started?
Sister Ethel: | began under a tree, but now we have a center that has
a clinic, a pre-primary school, and a primary school. | do a lot of
counseling and meeting people at the point of their need. We're now
in the process of building a hospice for orphans. We need caretakers
for our community hall and a place for them to live.

How did Rotary's involvement in Missionvale begin?

Sister Ethel: The Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth West approached me
first and asked me to come to one of their meetings in 1999. | told
them about the conditions we were living in, and, literally, the following
day they came out. What amazed me was the trust they had in me as
well as their sustained friendship and belief in me. Here | was just one
person in this large community. When AIDS really rose its head,
Rotary stood with me. They realized that poverty will always remain,
unless we're in it together. The club made me an honorary Rotarian.
So now when | talk to Rotary, I'm talking to my own family. | would
love for [more] Rotarians to come and see us.

How does the Missionvale food program work?
Sister Ethel: It's not a handout. We try to bring out the potential of
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ARBESAMHARE? What's the future for Missionvale?
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