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Literacy the key to breaking cycle of poverty: keynote speaker
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Copenhagen, Denmark — After seeing the "ravages of poverty and
the paralysis of illiteracy," Sister Ethel Normoyle said that when
people can read and write, it helps solve a myriad of interlocking
problems. Literacy's benefits can include increasing feelings of
self-worth and helping people find work.

Sister Ethel, a Catholic nun and nurse, works in the slums of South
Africa in the Missionvale shantytown near Port Elizabeth. In her 12
June keynote address at the Rotary International Convention, she
set the tone for discussions about Rotary's role in breaking the cycle
that connects poverty, disease, and illiteracy.

"There are so many factors to the human tragedy, but illiteracy in
South Africa is the main factor that will most definitely lead to poverty
and prevent people from getting out of it," said Sister Ethel. "Literacy
is the only ticket out of poverty, as it encompasses all aspects of
personal, emotional, social, and economic development,” she said.

The Irish-born nun has worked in South Africa since 1972 and since
1988 has focused on the 100,000 people in Missionvale, one of
South Africa's most poverty-stricken areas. While working there,
Sister Ethel has spent countless hours cleaning children's
maggot-filled wounds, comforting the dying, and cupping a candle in
a dark shack as children did their homework.

Missionvale suffers from a 90 percent unemployment rate, a soaring
incidence of HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases, and lacks
sanitation. But with Sister Ethel's tireless work and community
support, the Missionvale Care Center has expanded. The clinic she
built now treats 170 patients a day.

The Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth West, South Africa, which has
been working with Rotary clubs in Missouri, USA, has helped the
center grow through a mix of programs. These include providing a
powder for a nutritional soup and a Christmas gift drive for children.




2006 F &) % 4 F €— 4 A #7 4 Daily News

B RSB B E LR EL
E%ﬁaﬁaEEJ—@»rﬁf*»r~%mﬁﬁw
BRACRE o3 SRR S B R B4 S

BEOREHRBAAL G FEL L 4 RS (Monica ) #f

FREHEBHSECIPRBEF IR A RERGRAEE

- 510,000 % ~eht £ o

rHMERZ > FHAAR P AR 2

'—,V??Ek-?_l i o

’F‘é: % %}%%7& ﬁ iKP’“}%Pl*f‘g—ffﬁ \'—‘%

flg&) =»RE L - 54 F (Biodun Odeleye) #
% 7 ofhat f% C IRERP R A FERFR AR

imp e m&sFmﬁJ“wil=<%ﬁi€p vy e

» § R e &
L7 29130 + % (’k S
r%tr'

9450 ¥ F BT KT o
@@Wiﬁ 5
1RETE e

H e
*»Lg % paps s g B

&3 (lanMurray ) » #% 3 »
-BEEFE O ORFEG-B
v BN FTIR_E FRARE (T R R
PP R RS T a4 R TR AR o

“f?? T

R adge 549 B3R (CLE) % ~ 2% >
FLPE REFE SR F A2 PE g
CEEREEE R

2005~08 F & # 4B £ H M K #5 K 215 B A4 £ # RRFC Dens #£#

Many Rotarians were visibly moved Sister Ethel's speech, which she
concluded by lifting up her arms and singing a simple prayer. "Let
the children have a world where there is no pain or sorrow," she
sang.

Following this, RI President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar and his wife,
Monica, praised Sister Ethel's tremendous work and presented her
with a check from Rotary International for US$10,000.

After the general session, Rotarians filed into rooms to discuss how
they could get involved in literacy.

Many Rotarians said that literacy should be continually emphasized.
"If we have this continuity, then we can adapt literacy programs to
our own communities' needs and make a difference," said Biodun
Odeleye, past governor of District 9130 ( Nigeria).

Bill Benbow, governor of District 9450 (Australia), mentioned that
even though they have a local program in Perth, Australia, involving
a volunteer tutoring program, he urged clubs take up international
literacy projects to help redress the imbalance of literacy in
developing nations.

Other topics included the Concentrated Literacy Encounter (CLE)
program, computer literacy, dictionary projects, the best way to
donate books, problems of adult illiteracy, working with immigrant
groups, and more.



