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Coverage of the 2006 RI Convention
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Convention opener showcases Denmark's modernity, history

R i - Tiffany Wood #&#

b

By Tiffany Wood, Rotary International News
Photo by Alyce Henson

: Alyce Henson

-

3% i ‘f/v’ 7
Dancers help Rotarlans get into the swing of
the convention.
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Copenhagen, Denmark — Rotary International's 97th
Annual Convention officially kicked off on Sunday as
characters in historical costumes and dancers welcomed
Rotarians and the Crown Prince and Crown Princess of
Denmark to the opening session.

The stage came alive with a performer singing "Wonderful,
wonderful Copenhagen. Friendly old girl of a town," which
are lyrics Danny Kaye sang in the 1952 musical film Hans
Christian Andersen. Dancing around the singer were people
dressed as sailors, flower vendors, fishmongers, and street
entertainers — all costumes that represent Denmark's past.
The performance was projected onto eight screens that
formed an octagon above the stage, which was in the center
of the conference hall of Copenhagen's Bella Center and
surrounded on all sides by the audience. Then, in a display
of the country's modernity, break dancers and models, who
held white orbs over their heads, took to the stage and
performed to hip dance music.

Then 2005-06 RI President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar
addressed the audience. Stenhammar, whose term ends
later this month, described the progress made during his
presidency to expand Rotary into other countries. Two clubs
were chartered in China, and the Rl Board of Directors
agreed to expand Rotary into Cuba, Kosovo, Laos, and
Vietnam.

Rotary needs to take a look at its rules, he said, and if they
haven't been used, then they need to be eliminated. "We
must adjust Rotary to the Rotarians and not Rotarians to
Rotary," he said.

Turning to membership, he said he wants women to make
up 52 percent of Rotary's membership, because that's the
gender ratio in the worldwide population. Furthermore, he
said that Rotary must increase the number of its younger
members. "If we don't, in 30 years there will be no Rotary,"
he said.

Then talking about Rotary's role in the world, he said that it
should be the same as what former United Nations
Secretary-General Daj Hammarskjold's believed the UN's
role should be — not to bring humanity to heaven, but to
save it from hell. "Ladies and gentlemen, let's go out and do
just that," Stenhammar concluded.




