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Danes bring school, hope to Nepal village
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By Joseph Derr, Rotary International News
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(From left) Sklvehus Rotarians Theger Berg Nielsen,

FHERTE
Niels gstergaard, and Flemming Worm discuss the Chhimbu school
project at the convention. Photo by Monika Lozinska-Lee.
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This is the first school in Chhimbu, Nepal. Photo by Flemming Worm
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Copenhagen, Denmark — Members of the Rotary Club of Skivehus,
Denmark, hand out fliers to Rotarians visiting their project booth in
the hopes they can find support for a cherished project: a primary
school in Chhimbu, Nepal.

Although Rotary is known for its service and humanitarian efforts, it
has another strength: fellowship. Here, in the aisles of
Copenhagen’ s Bella Center, clubs are looking to harness that
fellowship to maintain the momentum behind their projects.

The Chhimbu project got its start when, in 1993, Danish hiker Kurt
Lomborg trekked through Nepal. During the trip, he noticed that the
community of Chhimbu never had a school. Before the school was
built, getting an education was too dangerous for local children
because the nearest school required a long trip over bad roads.

When he returned to Denmark, Lomborg got in touch with local
friends from the Skivehus club. The Danes raised money for the
school with the support of the Rotary Club of Schwerin, Germany.
They then teamed up with the Kathmandu club to help with local
coordination, and they got to work.

This World Community Service project built the school, supplied
backpacks and uniforms, and revitalized the community. Now going
strong for more than seven years, some 55 students are in school
for the first time in Chhimbu’ s history.
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“We'
to continue at another school in the area,"
member Flemming Worm.

re making arrangements for the first class, who will graduate
said Skivehus club

Local Rotaractors are involved in maintaining the school, while the
Skivehus club pays the teachers’ salaries. A Matching Grant from
The Rotary Foundation helped Rotarians finish off a well and
perform other structural work.

After the school was built, the benefits multiplied. In Chhimbu,
educated girls can help support their families. Without an education,
they may have been forced into prostitution to earn money. The
project also helps the environment. Local children plant trees to
prevent mudslides, which can devastate their village. In addition, the
school provides jobs for the community's adults.

"The man who constructed the school is now an entrepreneur who
has employees, so we are helping the community help themselves,"
said Worm.

The Kathmandu and Danish clubs are looking to collaborate again to
rebuild a school. This school, which is in a village a day’ s walk
away from Chhimbu, was destroyed by a fire.

The experience inspired hiker Lomborg to join the Skivehus club. He
still travels frequently to Nepal to check on the school’ s progress,
but now as a Rotarian trekker.

"It s good for them, but it s good for us, too," said Thgger Berg
Nielsen. "You’ re happy when you can see the results of your work.
| need that."

Read more about the project at www.nepalhelp.org.



