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Rotarians take a walk in the park before 2006 convention
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By Joseph Derr, Rotary International News
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Rotary Youth Exchange students show their

spirit with pins from across the globe.
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Malmo, Sweden — Rotary Youth Exchange is an outstanding
program, said Denmark's minister of education, Bertel Haarder.
In the Konserthuset in Malmo, Sweden, Haarder spoke before a
crowd of nearly 400 Rotary Youth Exchange Officers from some
45 countries during the group's annual preconvention meeting.

Founded more than 75 years ago, Rotary Youth Exchange is one
of Rotary's most recognizable programs in many communities
around the world. And in Denmark, it also is highly successful,
according to a recent government survey there.

In his keynote address, Haarder reported that exchange students
in Denmark rated Rotary Youth Exchange the best program of its
kind in terms of overall experience, host families, and
preparation.

"Rotary is at the very top of the list," Haarder said.

Despite the program's obvious successes here and in many
parts of the world, global challenges remain. Rotary clubs need
to attract and prepare students with strong potential. In addition,
families need to be well-prepared for the intercultural experience.
And Rotary clubs need to strive to understand today's youth
culture.

Teens of today

Two eye-opening presentations got Rotarians thinking and
talking. In the first, sociologist Jesper Bo Jensen profiled the
teens of today as well as talked about some alarming trends.
Jensen said that today's teens are very gregarious, belonging to
large groups of up to 200, but communicate mainly through
technology such as cell phones, Internet chat rooms, personal
pages, and online games. Some types of online communities,
however, concern both host families and birth parents.

"Rotarians know how to build networks, and we can help young
people find good ones,"said Simon Kirk, of the Rotary Club of
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llkast, Denmark, in the second talk. Kirk urged officers to
examine how the exchange program can stay relevant to the
youth of today and tomorrow. Balancing students' expectations
with the realities of the host country is critical, he said.

In addition, officers discussed the program's new certification
process, alternative exchange projects, dealing with crises, and
recruiting strategies. Participants emerged with better tools to
keep Rotary Youth Exchange moving forward in Rotary's second
century.

RI President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar, an enthusiastic Youth
Exchange supporter, was unable to attend due to a concurrent
RI Board meeting, but sent a written statement.

"Youth Exchange shows the world a glimpse of a future without
conflict, without war,
deeply that this program is one of Rotary's best solutions to
building world peace."

"Stenhammar's statement read. "l believe



