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TRUSTEE CHAIRMAN DEVLYN SPEAKS TO ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS ...
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF RAGS (ROTARY ACTION GROUPS)
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When | see members of The Family of Rotary with a
Special Interest which might be a hobby, recreational
activity, vocation, humanitarian, educational or health
related issue, | look for ways that they might come
together & at same time enhance Rotary. One of those
ways that is more meaningful and with some degree of
continuity is via Fellowships.

| have a personal goal of helping Rotarians that have or
live with someone who has one of life's many health
related issues coming together in Rotary Fellowships to
explore how they might benefit, support, help one another,
create awareness, take action, etc. to help themselves
and others.

| also want to help Rotarians who have so many
reputable "Special Interests" whether they be regarding
landmines, population issues, literacy, water issues, etc.
also having the opportunity of coming together to give
themselves support via existing or new fellowships.

| like seeing Fellowships like that of Rotary International
Convention Goers that is made up of Rotarians who not
only like going to our Conventions year after year but they
also want to promote Convention Attendance as a unique
way to promote better International Understanding.

I'd like to see a fellowship of those Rotarians who like
sharing information about the work of the United Nations.
Other fellowships could be one of persons wanting to
share information of the work of the World Bank,
International Development Bank, Boy & Girl Scouts, etc.,
etc. The basic idea is to allow those Rotarians with any
respectable "Special Interests" in Our Family of Rotary to
come together via a Fellowship where they would
communicate among one another via Internet & and find
ways of getting together at our Conventions, etc.

| recently found a group of Rotarians who have as their
"special interest" to be involved in helping Mongolia and
others who feel the same about helping Cambodia. |
automatically thought of Why not a fellowship of Rotary
Friends of Mongolia, another of Friends of Cambodia.
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Hope you see the idea. | can not for the life of me
understand why we have not thought of something similar
in the past.

What ever the Fellowship, Recreational, Vocational,
Educational, Health Related, or whatever respectable
"Special Interest" we would always remember that Rotary
is a highly respected international organization & for that
reason whatever we do has to take into account the
ethnic, cultural & religious sensitivities found in Our Rotary
World.

Existing Rotary Fellowships from Repaired Hearts, Eye
care, MS, Polio Survivors Fellowships are examples for
The Family of Rotary to consider the forming others
dealing with Diabetes, Cancer Survivors, Hepatitis C, etc.

The existing Landmine, Population and HIV related
fellowships are more examples of Rotarians of Special
Interests coming together.

Doing the above is a Rotary coming into its second
century by having adapted to Changing Times. Not
accepting changes of the type | am mentioning in my
personal opinion simply will make us go the route of other
similar type organizations that like certain businesses
have now been long forgotten.

| hope you get my message of trying to help Rotary in
finding a variety of innovative ways to keep Rotarians
interested in staying in Rotary. You can help Rotary at all
levels to see the benefits of promoting the concept of
Fellowships, Rotary Action Groups and whatever we might
call now or in the future these well meaning Rotarians who

would like to have their respectable "Special Interest
Group" coming together.




